Auction of Promises - Guidelines

The anthology is part of the “Middle Itchenstoke Series” and is based on the idea of an
Auction of Promises - these are charity auctions where people sell themselves to the
highest bidder offering services or favours - maybe the chef from the village pub offers
to cook a meal, someone offers a day of gardening, or to teach the winner a musical
instrument - or perhaps - and this is where your imagination comes in - it's something
much more interesting.

We think that an auction like this could lead to some very interesting stories...

Auction Background & Information

The auction is taking place at the Middle Itchenstoke Spring Fete in a contemporary
setting - all stories should be set in the present day without naming a year. The funds
raised go towards the "Middle Itchenstoke Trust" - a charity that funds village projects -
environmental, social, supportive, entertainment etc — for example the festivities that
feature in the upcoming Autumn anthology “The Bonfire Committee”

The Auction takes place in the village hall
There is no specific date, but itis spring — March / April

The auctioneer is Felicity Harcourt. She is middle aged, formidable but good humoured
and is a pro-active village fundraiser.

Felicity started the Auction of Promises in the early 2000s and it is now an annual event

About Middle Itchenstoke

The village of Middle Itchenstoke is close to the villages of Great ltchenstoke and nether
Itchenstoke. It sits on the river Itchen, in Hampshire, but is of course entirely fictitious.

Its inhabitants are mainly middle class, some have grown up there and some have
moved "out of the city".

It's a very small village - it has a pub called The Red House, a church - St Raymond's

- named after the patron saint of secrets and gossip, a small primary school, a village
hall and a traditional village shop and post office, a cricket ground and clubhouse, and a
few farms on the edges. Please do not include any other businesses or elements
without talking to us first.

The first book in the series was “Perfectly Respectable People” - this is the second.
“Festival Folk” will be the third and “The Bonfire Committee” will be the fourth.



Recurring Characters

There are several characters that you can include or make reference to if you so choose,
but only as supporting characters. These characters are intended to be in the

backgrounds to provide continuity between stories — please do not write your story
specifically about these characters.

You are not obliged to mention them - it is very much your choice.

Village Shop Owner - Mrs Applebottom (nobody knows her first name). Sheis anon-
nonsense woman in her 70s who has run the shop and post office since 1980. She was
widowed (Mr Applebottom - again, no first name) in 2016. She knows everyone's
names, everyone's business and everyone's background. Children are naturally
amused by her name.

The Pub Landlord - Tom Peacock is the well-liked and amiable 60 year old landlord of
The Red House pub. He took it over in 2010 and has made it a firm favourite for food and
drink with locals and people from outside the village. It's a proper, old-fashioned village
pub. His wife Molly and two grown up twin sons - John and Laurence - also live at the
pub.

The Vicar - Barnaby Thorne has been vicar at St Raymond's longer than anyone can
remember but never seems to age. He's a modern, progressive vicar who is highly
creative when it comes to finding alternative uses for the church as attendance has
dwindled over the decades. and ensures that he is always a relevant and active
community member. Despite everyone's memory, he has in fact only been in the role
since 2001.

The Head Teacher - Tabitha Blinkhorn is a relatively new resident of the village, having

been installed as head teacher at Middle Itchenstoke Primary School in the last couple
of years. She has lots of ideas about modernising the school, perhaps at a pace which
is too much for some residents.

Fundraising Fanatic — Felicity Harcourt is the village’s self-appointed fundraiser and
activities co-ordinator. Formidable but ultimately good-humoured and likeable. She
has no family and is dedicated to the village.

Newsletter Publisher — Nigel Pemberton edits and prints the village newsletter, “Middle
Itchenstoke Matters”. He is a retired local newspaper editor, methodical, slightly
pompous, but determined to deliver a professional publication to all village residents.
This newsletter incorporated the parish magazine many years ago, relieving Reverand
Barnaby Thorne of the duty.



Auction Ideas

You may have your own ideas —that’s absolutely fine — but if you need inspiration, or
wish to mention another auction lot in passing, the list below might give you some
inspiration.

If you choose to write specifically about one of these please ensure that you tell us so
we can take it off the list!

You can tweak or alter the below s much as you like, or come up with something
completely different.

A Day’s Gardening with Gerald — Gerald knows absolutely nothing about gardening
but he’s got plenty of enthusiasm...

A Home-Cooked Romantic Dinner for Two — prepared and served in your own home
by the temperamental chef from The Red House

One Hour of IT Support — donated by a sixteen year old computer whizz

A Personal Village History Tour — conducted by someone whose version of local
history consists largely of scandals and grudges.

Your pet’s / family’s Portrait Painted in Oils — artistic ability unspecified.
A Mystery Day Out — transport included; destination deliberately not disclosed.

Three Hours of Decluttering — donated by the village's most enthusiastic minimalist.
Nothing is safe.

A Bespoke Poem About the Person of Your Choice — to be performed publicly ata
time of the poet's choosing.

A Day helping out on a local farm — maybe the winner is someone who has moved from
London and is utterly unprepared for the reality of rural life...

An Evening of Babysitting — donated by an elderly bachelor who has never looked
after a child in his life butis very willing to learn.

A Complete Wardrobe Makeover — offered by a woman whose own wardrobe hasn't
noticeably changed since 1994.

A Chauffeur for the Evening — donated by someone with an impressive collection of
classic cars — one for any occasion...

A Marriage MOT — an evening with the village's happily unmarried amateur relationship
counsellor.



Learn to Belly Dance — one-to-one tuition from the village’s previously unknown dance
expert

A Psychic Reading — donated anonymously, which immediately causes speculation
about who the psychic is.

A Dating Profile Makeover — photographs, biography and “professional romantic
advice” included.

A Day as Your Personal Assistant — the terrifyingly efficient donor takes over the
winner’s life...

A Family Tree Investigation — dangerous territory in a village where everyone has
known everyone else for generations.

A Homemade Birthday Cake of Your Choice — any design no matter how
controversial...

A Dawn Hot-Air-Balloon Flight — sounds wonderful until you decide who in Middle
Itchenstoke has donated it.

An Evening of Close-Up Magic — performed at the winner's home on an evening when
the boss has been invited for dinner

A Personal Fithess Session — donated by the frighteningly competitive captain of the
Nether Itchenstoke’s tennis club.

A Foraging Expedition and Lunch — “Everything we find, we eat.”

One Difficult Conversation Conducted on Your Behalf —The winner chooses
someone they don't want to confront and the donor does it for them.

“IWl do anything you like for a day and a night” —we will leave this one to your
imagination...



